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The Painted Door
1. The story is set in an isolated farm in the middle during the winter season. This is not only symbolic but also crucial to the plot since the story could only happen during this time and during this season. This helps to bring out the character’s traits.
2. The first conflict is the internal conflict which is “Man vs Self,” Ann is experiencing loneliness and is unsure about what she wants. The second conflict is the external conflict which is “Man vs Nature,” the strong blizzard keeps Ann away from John. The last internal conflict is “Man vs Man,” Ann and Steven, and their feelings of lust against each other.
3. The symbolic significance: 
a. The cold – cold is the major enemy separating her from her husband. This serves to remind her about the loneliness she feels inside.
b.  The fire – after the fight with cold, she turned to the fire to comfort herself. The fire provided her with security and it helped him fight the loneliness that she was enduring. "It was the silence again, aggressive, hovering. The fire spits and crackled at it."
c. Distance- the distance, five miles, this shows the kind of gap that exists between Ann and John’s marriage.
d.  Isolation – the fact that he has to make a five-mile journey in the snow to go and see his father just show isolation between his marriage and Ann.
“You said yourself we could expect a storm. It isn’t right to leave me here alone. Surely I’m as important as your father.” He glanced up uneasily, then drinking off his coffee tried to reassure her. “there’s nothing to be afraid of – even supposing it does start to storm” - this is a dialogue between Ann and John.
e. Silence (intensified by the ticking of the clock)- this symbolizes the kind of loneliness that Ann was experiencing to a point it was silent to hear a clock tickle.
f. The storm and its changing intensity- it symbolizes Ann’s anxiety about her life and her internal emotional storm of mixed feelings. This also shows that as John is going to face the harsh storm also her wife Ann is going to face the storm of her inner conflicts. “The storm wrenched the walls as if to make them buckle in.” – this shows how the storm was really harsh.
g. [bookmark: _GoBack]Snake imagery- it is used in the story to represent exactly the snake-like in the lines, “Across the drifts speed swift and snakelike tongues of snow.”
h. Sacrifice – the fact that he made a difficult and a terrible journey symbolizes how his willingness to sacrifice for people he loves. 
4. In the lines, "It was the silence again, aggressive, hovering. The fire spit and crackled at it." it is evident that John and Ann were living in an isolated land and without so many people living around since we are told that from John’s farm to his Father’s land was five miles. This shows there loneliness not only existed between Ann and John but also in the isolated land.
